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Introduction 
With the recent death of George Floyd, many protests have been 

sparked from other civilian deaths from police as well as the ongoing 
movement that is “Black Lives Matter”. In this discussion, we spoke with 
participants to discuss the following questions: 

● What are your thoughts on the current state of the police? 
● What punishments should police face when they violate laws? 
● What connection, if any, do you think is there between the police and 

the concept of racism in America? 
● What are alternatives for the police force? 
● After recent events, what changes, if any, should be made to the police 

force? 
These questions were carefully selected in order to address particular topics 
that will be discussed throughout this policy paper. We had 14 attendees 
contribute to the discussion. The topics that will be addressed are: 

● Purpose of Police  
● History of Police and Racism  
● Looking Forward 

 
The policy discussion was conducted to find opinions and solutions for 

policy and problems. This paper is meant to convey the findings of the 



discussion as well as educate and inform the reader based on independent 
research of all policy research associates. All policy papers follow the goals of 
YACU by informing young Americans about political issues and allowing 
them to engage in discussion to share their views. 

Purpose of Police and Current Situation 

 
Recent conflicts between police forces and civilians occurred amidst 

the general concern regarding the extent of police authority in communities. 
Many Americans, through civil discourse and demonstrations, have expressed 
disapproval of the police’s seemingly excessive use of force in various events. 
If we are determined to address this conflict, the conversation ought to 
revolve around the purpose of the police itself..  
 

The U.S Department of Justice articulates the police’s purpose as 
enforcing laws, preventing crimes, ensuring the community’s well-being, 
maintaining order, and conducting investigations . This shows how involved 1

the police are with the public, as these responsibilities demand many 
interactions with community members. Sir Robert Peel, often regarded as 
the father of modern policing, emphasized this relationship in his Nine 
Principles of Policing, stating that “the police are the public and the public 
are the police” . In other words, by actively protecting civilians, police become 2

an integral part of a community. 
 
Unfortunately, the relationship is seeing fragments of its own. 

According to the Charles Koch Institute, Americans are increasingly 
preferring to view police as a military force to “supporters of peace and 
safety.”  Such a negative shift in public perception may be attributable to the 3

fact that police have been militarized in the last decades; however, perhaps a 

1 U.S Department of Justice. Community Relations Services Toolkit for Policing, 
https://www.justice.gov/crs/file/836401/download. 
 
2 Sir Robert Peel’s Nine Principles of Policing, New York Times, April 2014, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/16/nyregion/sir-robert-peels-nine-principles-of-policing.ht
ml. 
 
3 Mosteller, Jeremiah. The Role of Police in America, Charles Koch Institute, 
https://www.charleskochinstitute.org/issue-areas/criminal-justice-policing-reform/role-of-poli
ce-in-america/. 
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more apparent driver nowadays is the instances in which police abuse their 
power and use excessive force toward people of color. The negative instances 
prompt the general public to question the police's vitality in communities, 
while also mentioning how racism among police is visibly portrayed. Most 
importantly, the perceived recklessness of the police breaks the close 
police-community relationship.  

 
The aforementioned civil discourse and demonstrations are ways 

civilians use to speak their minds. And those sometimes give rise to more 
aggressive protests, which eventually require physical responses from law 
enforcers that receive further backlash. Simply put, this “recurrence of 
spasms of urban unrest”  is a vicious cycle of discord. To end the cycle, 4

Americans ought to examine potential causes of the cycle, such as whether 
or not the current police practice undermines their purpose and the 
relationship with community members. 

The History of Police and Racism 
 

The presence of racism within the police can be argued throughout 
America’s history up to today. There are debates about whether it is still a 
major issue among the population, but past racism has existed . The roots of 
slave patrols and Jim Crow can be considered relevant to the development of 
the police and affect how they carry out the law today.  

 
Some of the first law and order institutions in America, outside of 

private mercenary companies, were slave patrols. The first slave patrols arose 
in the Carolina colonies in the early 1700s and were tasked with keeping 
slaves in check. They had the authority to recapture slaves, punish slaves, 
crush slave uprisings, and eventually, with the enforcement of the fugitive 
slave clause, enter people’s homes in search of runaway slaves.  After slavery 5

was abolished, centralized police departments became a more popular 

4 Meares and Tyler. The First Step Is To Figure Out What Police Are For, The Atlantic, 8 June 
2020, 
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/06/first-step-figuring-out-what-police-are/61
2793/. 
5  Philimon, Wenei. “Not Just George Floyd: Police Departments Have 400-Year History of 
Racism.” USA Today, Gannett Satellite Information Network, 7 June 2020, 
www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/06/07/black-lives-matters-police-departments-h
ave-long-history-racism/3128167001/. 
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means of enforcing the law as they had already started emerging in the 
Northern states. The goal of these departments was less focused on 
controlling crime but rather maintaining order by putting down unrest. The 
police were almost all white and male and often targeted members of the 
lower class and racial minorities , making them appear oddly similar to the 6

slave patrols of the Antebellum period. The targeting of racial minorities was 
reinforced by the various Jim Crow laws that existed throughout America 
enforcing racial segregation. Police, especially in the South, carried out the 
enforcement of these laws heavily by offering harsh and sometimes violent 
punishments to blacks who broke them.  They also often ignored calls for 7

help from black people when they were being attacked by lynch mobs and 
refused to investigate the crimes afterward.  8

 
This era of policing officially came to an end with the passage of Civil 

Rights Legislation in the 1960s. However, this did not end racist policing as a 
whole. The enforcement of civil rights legislation was not always consistent 
everywhere leading to very stretched definitions of unbiased policing. This 
problem was further enlarged by the introduction of the War on Drugs in the 
early 1970s. The War on Drugs incentivized heavy punishments for drug 
abuse crimes thus leading to a higher incarceration rate. This incarceration 
rate is even higher for blacks. Currently, about 29% of arrests and 33% of those 
imprisoned are black even though they only make up 12.5% of drug users.  9

This overrepresentation of blacks for drug abuse crimes makes it 5 times as 
likely to go to prison for drug possession and 12 times as likely to be wrongly 
convicted for it.  Outside of drug-related offenses, blacks are more likely to be 10

targeted for minor crimes and misdemeanors. They are more likely to be 

6 Hassett-Walker Assistant Professor of Justice Studies and Sociology, Connie. “The Racist 
Roots of American Policing: From Slave Patrols to Traffic Stops.” The Conversation, 8 June 
2020, 
theconversation.com/the-racist-roots-of-american-policing-from-slave-patrols-to-traffic-stop
s-112816. 
7 Staff, Newsone. “A History Of Racist Policing In America, From Slavery To Jim Crow To Now.” 
NewsOne, NewsOne, 29 Mar. 2020, newsone.com/3854124/racist-policing-american-history/. 
8 Hassett-Walker Assistant Professor of Justice Studies and Sociology, Connie. “The Racist 
Roots of American Policing: From Slave Patrols to Traffic Stops.” The Conversation, 8 June 
2020, 
theconversation.com/the-racist-roots-of-american-policing-from-slave-patrols-to-traffic-stop
s-112816. 
9 Balko, Radley. “Opinion | There's Overwhelming Evidence That the Criminal Justice System 
Is Racist. Here's the Proof.” The Washington Post, WP Company, 10 June 2020, 
www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/opinions/systemic-racism-police-evidence-crimina
l-justice-system/. 
10 ibid 
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pulled over and twice as likely to be arrested for simple assault, theft, 
vagrancy, and vandalism.  Black men are also 2.5 times as likely to be killed by 11

police in comparison to white men, about 1 in every 1,000.   12

 
The facts presented here are not to say that police have not come a 

long way from slave patrols though. Police departments are not meant solely 
for controlling racial minority groups. They have incorporated more minorities 
into the police force overtime along with and lessened the targeting of 
minority groups since the days of Jim Crow.  

Looking Ahead 
 

Reforms for policing has proven to be an issue that is very divisive in our 
country, but the situation will not remain an exact copy of what it is today. 
Calls for changes echo loudly through the halls of power, but similar shouts 
for the status quo ring out to oppose them. The two largest voices in the 
debate over the future of policing are the ones calling for it to be weakened in 
both laws and arms, to be more servient, and minimize its role in 
communities, and across the aisle from it are the supporters of the status 
quo, wanting to ensure a stronger blue line to protect communities. However, 
politics over policing is not bipolar, and most everyone is somewhere 
between the extremes. A panel held by the Charles Koch Institute came to 
the viewpoint that for policing to be more effective in the future, 
communities and police had to work together to bridge their divide, and 
should be geared to work towards safe communities, a goal shared by many 
who want less radical changes.  On the opposite end, people who argue 13

more radical reforms want to disband departments or have Camden, New 
Jersey be the model for all precincts, and greatly limit the powers and role of 
police.  Cops themselves have many different and contradicting views, as 14

11 ibid 
12 ibid 
13 “The Future of Policing in America.” Charles Koch Institute, 5 Nov. 2015, 
www.charleskochinstitute.org/blog/privacy-patrols-future-policing-america/  
 
14 Goldstein, Joseph, and Kevin Armstrong. “Could This City Hold the Key to the Future of 
Policing in America?” The New York Times, The New York Times, 12 July 2020, 
www.nytimes.com/2020/07/12/nyregion/camden-police.html  
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shown in a series of interviews from the Seattle Times.  No matter which way 15

it goes, policing, and how it is viewed by society, will no doubt change. 
 

However, policing won’t just change in the ways the political debates 
argue it should. Technology is rapidly changing the field of policing, and 
looking ahead we must account for that in our discussions. For one, 
predictive policing is probably going to expand its role. Predictive policing is 
the use of algorithms and data to try to predict when, and where, crimes 
would happen, and allow police to be in the area to patrol, as a deterrent, or 
keep a higher presence in the vicinity of demographics more likely to commit 
crimes. However, the ACLU  has criticized it for being “systematically biased 16

against communities of color and [allowing] unconscionable abuses of police 
power”. This sentiment has been echoed by others, and it will no doubt be an 
issue subject to much debate in the future. Another part of policing that is 
undergoing change will be the growth of digital policing, which is, according 
to the Council on Foreign Relations , meaning “smarter” surveillance, both on 17

streets and online. Instead of the old camera feed that is thought of when 
surveillance comes up, digital policing might incorporate your devices and 
more closely your internet activity. Future concerns over policing will 
inevitably involve more privacy concerns. 

Conclusion 
With the current political situation, it is undeniable that our 

government will be in many discussions surrounding police and whether or 
not they need reforms. There is an urgent need in America for civil political 
discussion and education on both sides of the issue. The YACU hopes that this 
policy paper has been able to provide enough information for you to consider 
your own ideas and to continue to advocate for what you believe in. 

15 Hudetz, Mary, and Heidi Groover. “What Seattle-Area Cops Say about the Future of 
Policing.” The Seattle Times, The Seattle Times Company, 24 June 2020, 
www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/what-seattle-area-cops-say-about-the-future-of-policin
g/  
16 “Statement of Concern About Predictive Policing by ACLU and 16 Civil Rights Privacy, Racial 
Justice, and Technology Organizations.” American Civil Liberties Union, 
www.aclu.org/other/statement-concern-about-predictive-policing-aclu-and-16-civil-rights-pri
vacy-racial-justice  
17 Fidler, David P. “The ‘Defund the Police’ Movement and the Future of Digital Policing.” 
Council on Foreign Relations, Council on Foreign Relations, 23 June 2020, 
www.cfr.org/blog/defund-police-movement-and-future-digital-policing  
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Disclaimer: 
 
This policy paper is not intended to express an opinion nor endorsement of 
any particular policy. This serves solely to report factual data collected 
anonymously through the services of Remesh.ai as well as provide analysis of 
articles and facts presented in news media and professional sources. Any 
opinions that may be interpreted by the reader are not those of the authors 
and the organization and are not to be taken as so. For more information 
regarding the intent of the policy paper or elaboration of this disclaimer, 
please contact Political Director Andrew Juan at andrew@yacu.org. However, 
please direct all other comments, concerns, and questions to info@yacu.org.  

mailto:andrew@yacu.org
mailto:info@yacu.org

