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Introduction 
Ever since the United States expanded to its Pacific coast, China has 

played a vital role in the nation’s economy and geo-strategic interests. In 
more recent years, China has experienced unprecedented economic growth 
and is playing a greater role in the world than in recent history1. In August of 
this year, the United States imported more from China than any other 
country in the world2. However, despite a massive trade relationship, the 
Sino-American relationship has been quite complicated. Following the Maoist 
victory in the Chinese civil war, the US saw China as a sworn enemy in the 
cold war and fought Chinese forces in Korea, and the Chinese supported NVA 
in Vietnam1, 2. However, after Chinese relations with the USSR deteriorated 
throughout the 1960s, normalized relations were achieved by the Nixon 
administration in 19721, 2. Mutual economic interests fostered better relations 
throughout China’s explosive economic rise.  
However, since the 2000s Beijing has become far more assertive in its foreign 
policy and now is seen as threatening the United State's role as the world’s 
sole superpower2. This combined with massive ideological differences and 

1 U.S. Department of State, U.S. Department of State, 
history.state.gov/countries/issues/china-us-relations.  
 
2 “Timeline: U.S. Relations With China 1949–2020.” Council on Foreign Relations, Council on 
Foreign Relations, www.cfr.org/timeline/us-relations-china.  
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human rights abuses within China has led to a drastic souring of relations, 
and what some are calling a new Cold War. In this discussion, we spoke with 
participants to discuss the following questions: 

● How should Sino-American relations be structured? 
● How do you think changes to trade policy with China have affected the 

U.S.?  
● How have the trade wars between the U.S. and China affected the U.S.?  
● To what extent should the U.S. be concerned about Chinese influence?  
● How should the U.S. respond to China's Belt-and-Road Initiative?  
● How should the U.S. respond to China-Taiwan(ROC) issues?  
● To what extent should the U.S. be interested in China's internal affairs? 
● How should the U.S. respond to the Uighur detention camps? 

These questions were carefully selected in order to address particular topics 
that will be discussed throughout this policy paper. We had nine attendees 
contribute to the discussion. The topics that will be addressed are: 

● Sino-American Trade Relations 
● Concerns of Chinese Foreign Influence 
● Concerns of Chinese Internal Matters 
● Looking Forward 

 
 

These topics are particularly important and relevant to Sino-American 
Relations because they represent the considerations the United States must 
take when structuring its foreign policy towards China in the coming years. 
The policy discussion was conducted to find opinions and solutions for policy 
and problems. This paper is meant to convey the findings of the discussion as 
well as educate and inform the reader based on independent research of all 
policy research associates. All policy papers follow the goals of YACU by 
informing young Americans about political issues and allowing them to 
engage in discussion to share their views. 
 
 

   

 



 

Sino-American Trade Relations 
The Census Bureau of the United States reports that, over the whole 

year for 2019, the United States has exported goods to China worth 
$106,447,300,000, and imports from China worth $451,651,400,0003. The 
difference between the two is $345,204,200,000; 345,204.2 billion more 
dollars go to China from America than go to America from China. Trade 
imbalances  
for America are nothing unique to China, overall the United States has a trade 
deficit of $621 billion according to the Council for Foreign Relations4. More 
than half of our trade deficit is with China. This trend began in the early 2000s 
after the Chinese economy opened up and they joined the World Trade 
Organization3. In recent years, as President Trump’s administration set about 
getting tough with China, as he promised in his 2016 campaign, a trade war 
has been sparked5. A trade war is “ a situation in which countries try to 
damage each other's trade, typically by the imposition of tariffs or quota 
restrictions”6. When President Trump almost doubled the tariff rate on 
Chinese imports in July 2018, China retaliated by increasing their tariffs 
comparatively. While these tariffs have impacted whole industries and 
markets worldwide, there have been three main focuses from the view of 
Washington: Agriculture, manufacturing, and technology7. 

Despite a net imbalance of $345,204.2 billion in trade with China overall, 
our trade balance of agriculture products is a positive $14.6 billion as of 2017. 
Our agricultural exports as of 2019 are valued at $135.5 billion, more than any 
other country in the world8, 9. American agriculture is a large part of our 
country, and keeping it stable and profitable is a goal of any successful 
Presidential administration. Exports to China are a significant source of 
income for American farmers, with $19 billion being made and only $4.6 
billion worth of agricultural goods being imported from China in 20178. One of 
our major exports to China is soybeans, projected to be 52% of our 

3 Branch, Foreign Trade Data Dissemination. “Foreign Trade: Data.” U.S. Trade with China, 21 Apr. 2009, 
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/balance/c5700.html. 
4 “The U.S. Trade Deficit: How Much Does It Matter?” Council on Foreign Relations, Council on Foreign Relations, 
www.cfr.org/backgrounder/us-trade-deficit-how-much-does-it-matter. 
5 “Trump Accuses China of 'Raping' US with Unfair Trade Policy.” BBC News, BBC, 2 May 2016, 
www.bbc.com/news/election-us-2016-36185012. 
6 “Oxford Languages and Google - English.” Oxford Languages, languages.oup.com/google-dictionary-en/. 
7 The Economist. “America v China: why the trade war won't end soon | The Economist” Online video clip. YouTube. 
YouTube, 14 Nov 2019. Web. 7 October 2020. 
8 Su Ye. China: Top Market for U.S. Ag Exports. Saint Paul: Minnesota Department of Agriculture, 2018, pdf 
9 Shahbandeh, M. “Total Value of U.S. Agricultural Exports, 2020.” Statista, 3 June 2020, 
www.statista.com/statistics/220767/total-value-of-us-agricultural-exports-since-2000/. 

 

http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/balance/c5700.html
http://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/us-trade-deficit-how-much-does-it-matter
http://www.bbc.com/news/election-us-2016-36185012
http://languages.oup.com/google-dictionary-en/
http://www.statista.com/statistics/220767/total-value-of-us-agricultural-exports-since-2000/


 

agricultural exports to China by market value8.Retaliatory tariffs from Beijing 
have caused  
 

our agricultural export’s value to China to shrink by 53%, from $19 billion to $9 
billion10. These tariffs impacted farmers across the country, from fresh fruit to 
pork, an issue that is exacerbated by Covid-1911. Any tariff raise on China will 
cause them to lash out at our most profitable exports to them, so the 
potential cost should be weighed. In dealing with China and our trade with 
them, American policy must make sure this vital part of our economy and 
society(and an important voting demographic!) maintains its economic 
wellness.  

Another casus belli for the trade war was American manufacturing jobs 
going overseas. American manufacturing jobs have indeed lost out as 
Chinese manufacturing began to take off in the 80s, and China overtook 
America in 2010 to become the global premier of industry12. The main reason 
for this was simply good business for American companies; when the cost of 
workers is cheap enough so that shipping the goods back to America costs 
less than making them here, you move overseas. These changes started with 
Deng Xiaoping’s economic reforms in the 80s, opening up the Chinese 
economy to make it into an attractive place for factories and investment13. 
Although exact counts are iffy and the methods behind getting them 
debatable, around 3.7 million American jobs have been lost to China since 
200114. Reclaiming these jobs is a key goal of the Trump Administration and 
its trade war against Beijing. Already, some companies such as Intel or 
General Electrics are considering “reshoring”, meaning to come back to the 
U.S., partially as a result of this higher tariffs, although deregulation and tax 
cuts play a role15. Overall, manufacturing is still an important part of 

10  Anita Regmi. China’s retaliatory tariffs on U.S. Agriculture: In Brief. District of Columbia: Congressional Research 
Service, 2018, pdf 
11 Credit: Nicholas A. Tonelli // CC BY 2.0. “Yes, There Are COVID-19 Impacts on Agriculture.” American Farm Bureau 
Federation - The Voice of Agriculture, 1 Apr. 2020, 
www.fb.org/viewpoints/yes-there-are-covid-19-impacts-on-agriculture1. 
12 Wen, Yi. “China's Rise from Agrarian Society to Industrial Power: St. Louis Fed.” China's Rise from Agrarian Society 
to Industrial Power | St. Louis Fed, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, 25 June 2018, 
www.stlouisfed.org/publications/regional-economist/april-2016/chinas-rapid-rise-from-backward-agrarian-society-to
-industrial-powerhouse-in-just-35-years.  
13 Zhou, Christina, and Bang Xiao. “40 Years on from the 'Experiments' That Transformed China into an Economic 
Superpower.” ABC News, ABC News, 1 Dec. 2018, 
www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-01/40-years-of-reform-that-transformed-china-into-a-superpower/10573468.AEaewae
aew 
14  KeepItMadeInUSA. “U.S. Job Loss to China Swells to 3.7 Million.” Alliance for American Manufacturing, 14 Sept. 
2020, www.americanmanufacturing.org/blog/u-s-job-loss-to-china-swells-to-3-7-million/.  
15  Marsman, Dean. “Manufacturing Is Moving from China to the United...” Prince Manufacturing, Prince 
Manufacturing, 20 July 2020, princemanufacturing.com/manufacturing-is-moving-from-china-to-the-united-states/. 
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Sino-American trade relations, affecting the domestic economy of both 
nations and our interdependence on each other heavily.  

A matter of both trade relations and national security, technology has 
become an increasingly involved issue over the past few years. To start, China 
is widely believed to have committed cyber-espionage for economic gain16. 
This includes the theft of intellectual property and trade secrets, enabling 
Chinese companies an edge that their American competitors don’t, although 
Beijing has denied these accusations as “slanderous”17.  

Chinese officials have pointed out that Washington also spies on other 
countries, but American officials responded by claiming that their espionage 
wasn’t for economic gain. Regardless, technology remains an important and 
dangerous theatre in the trade war. The Chinese telecommunications firm 
Huawei has become a major actor in this part of the conflict. Huawei is 
considered a global leader in developing 5G, even despite American bans18. 
These bans were done out of fear of Beijing using Huawei’s communication 
infrastructure to facilitate espionage on unsuspecting targets. Similar 
reasoning was behind President Trump’s move to ban the Chinese-made 
social media app TikTok, which was downgraded to disconnecting the 
American branch from the global company19. Of course, Beijing has since 
responded by denouncing this as economic warfare under the guise of 
“national security”, and further claimed that the American ban broke the 
rules of the World Trade Organization, which is somewhat hypocritical given 
their wide-reaching bans on foreign apps and websites20. Overall, technology 
plays a major role in not only the economies of China and America but the 
globe. Lines are drawn in the sand, and many countries mirror moves taken 
by their allies21,22. How we balance America’s role at the forefront of the global 
tech market and keeping our country secure from foreign espionage is a 
challenge to any would-be policymaker, and technology’s impact on our 
trade relations with China will continue to play a larger role. 

16 “A New Old Threat: Countering the Return of Chinese Industrial Cyber Espionage.” Council on Foreign Relations, 
Council on Foreign Relations, www.cfr.org/report/threat-chinese-espionage. 
17Tan, Huileng. “China Sees Cyber Espionage as a 'Necessary' Part of Its National Strategy, Expert Says.” CNBC, CNBC, 
21 Dec. 2018, www.cnbc.com/2018/12/21/doj-accuses-china-of-hacking-.html.   
18 Awwad, Ranine. “Huawei: a Leader in 5G Smartphone Production despite US Sanctions.” Inside Telecom, 29 July 
2020, www.insidetelecom.com/huawei-a-leader-in-5g-smartphone-production-despite-us-sanctions/.  
19 Allyn, Bobby. “TikTok Ban Averted: Trump Gives Oracle-Walmart Deal His 'Blessing'.” NPR, NPR, 20 Sept. 2020, 
www.npr.org/2020/09/20/914032065/tiktok-ban-averted-trump-gives-oracle-walmart-deal-his-blessing.  
20 “TikTok, WeChat Bans by US and India Broke WTO Rules, China Says.” South China Morning Post, 8 Oct. 2020, 
www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3104239/china-says-us-and-indian-bans-tiktok-wechat-broke-wto-
rules.  
21  Corera, Gordon. “Huawei 'Failed to Improve UK Security Standards'.” BBC News, BBC, 1 Oct. 2020, 
www.bbc.com/news/technology-54370574.  
22 Branch, Foreign Trade Data Dissemination. “Foreign Trade: Data.” U.S. Trade with ., 21 Apr. 2009, 
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/highlights/toppartners.html. 
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Concerns of Chinese Foreign Influence 

In recent decades, China has grown as a voice in global affairs. This 
change has taken place during the premiership of America in global 
economic and political matters. The Hegemonic Stability Theory is a theory in 
international relations that believes that international economic and political 
stability is best preserved by the active efforts and existence of a single 
preeminently powerful nation.23 In history, examples of this might be found in 
the Pax Romana or Pax Britannica, periods of peace and stability achieved 
through security.24 The idea of a Pax Americana and an American period of 
hegemony is a heavily debated topic, but the rise of China in recent decades 
has changed America’s role in the world as it faces this new rival and partner. 
American foreign policy has and will continue changing to address China. 
American concerns with China’s foreign affairs largely fall into three fields: 
economic, strategic, and diplomatic.   
 

Given the recent, explosive growth of the Chinese economy over the 
past decades, it is no surprise that the international economic affairs of China 
is a major concern in American geopolitics in the Pacific. An issue of 
particular concern to Washington is the growing trade imbalance between 
the U.S. and China, a topic covered in depth in the Sino-American Trade 
Relations section of this paper. One of the most visible symbols of growing 
Chinese economic power is the Belt and Road Initiative. Launched in 2013 
under incumbent President Xi Jinping, the BRI is a massive infrastructure 
project that seeks to create a network of land and maritime infrastructure 
(pipelines, railways, ports, etc.) to create a “New Silk Road’; an updated 
transportation network reaching from East Asia to Europe and Eastern Africa, 
paid for with loans and long-term contracts with China.25 This massive 
endeavor would expand Chinese “soft power”, meaning power that comes 
not from military force but from influence, whether diplomatic, political, or 
economic (although all three are intertwined). It has been compared to the 
Marshall Plan that expanded America’s influence and role in the immediate 

23 Webb, Michael C., and Stephen D. Krasner. "Hegemonic Stability Theory: An Empirical Assessment." Review of 
International Studies 15, no. 2 (1989): 183-98. Accessed October 20, 2020. http://www.jstor.org/stable/20097178.  
24 Zimmer, Ben. “From Rome's Reign to 'Pax Americana'.” The Wall Street Journal. Dow Jones & Company, December 
9, 2016. https://www.wsj.com/articles/from-romes-reign-to-pax-americana-1481210338.  
25 Belt and Road Initiative. Accessed October 20, 2020. https://www.beltroad-initiative.com/belt-and-road/  
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post-war period.26 The BRI is a major offensive in China’s expanding global 
influence and America has not pursued nor does it easily have any options 
that could counter it. In sum, its successes represent a move away from the 
globalized economy (a model that’s profited America) in many countries 
towards a Sinicized economy across Eurasia and Africa.27 American 
policymakers ought to remain concerned about how China is using and 
expanding its significant economic influence is geopolitical affairs. 
 

The likelihood of a war between the United States and China is near 
zero, though that is not to say the relationship is all friendship and flowers. 
China and the United States are linked together, especially economically, and 
war would cause major upset in both nations. In addition, the act of de jure 
declaring war has fallen out of favor since the U.N. Charter in 1945 treated de 
jure aggression as a crime which the international community would look 
down on, a view that American influence reinforced. 28 As such, it is extremely 
unlikely that Beijing and Washinton will ever engage in a hot war. That makes 
the strategic situation between them ever more important; having the ability 
to project power, having regional allies, and maintaining a military edge to 
ensure security. On the first point, China has a lot of distance to make to 
catch up with American basing around the world. The Pentagon says that the 
United States has around 600 overseas bases, although that number is not 
near exact given the clandestine nature of many bases. From Norway to 
Nicaragua, Germany to Japan, America has plenty of foreign bases that allow 
it to project power.29 China, by comparison, has one true military base 
overseas, in Djibouti.30 However, the port of Gwadar in Pakistan, built up with 
Chinese investment as a part of the wide-reaching Belt and Road Initiative, 
has a significant Chinese presence and is seen as a future naval base for 
Beijing.31 This is feared to be a part of the ‘String of Pearls” that links Chinese 

26 Kuo, Lily, and Niko Kommenda. “What Is China's Belt and Road Initiative?” The Guardian. Guardian News and 
Media, July 30, 2018. 
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/ng-interactive/2018/jul/30/what-china-belt-road-initiative-silk-road-explainer.  
27 “China's Massive Belt and Road Initiative.” Council on Foreign Relations. Council on Foreign Relations, 2020. 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-massive-belt-and-road-initiative.  
28“Annexation Is a Flagrant Violation of International Law, Says UN Human Rights Expert.” OHCHR, June 20, 2019. 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24716.  
29 Vine, David. “Where in the World Is the U.S. Military?” POLITICO Magazine, August 2015. 
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/06/us-military-bases-around-the-world-119321.   
30“China Will Build String of Military Bases around World, Says Pentagon.” The Guardian. Guardian News and Media, 
May 3, 2019. 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/may/03/china-will-build-string-of-military-bases-around-world-says-penta
gon.  
31 “Pakistan's Gwadar Port: A New Naval Base in China's String of Pearls in the Indo-Pacific.” Pakistan's Gwadar Port: A 
New Naval Base in China's String of Pearls in the Indo-Pacific | Center for Strategic and International Studies, April 2, 
2018. https://www.csis.org/analysis/pakistans-gwadar-port-new-naval-base-chinas-string-pearls-indo-pacific.  
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activity on the Indian Ocean in expanding its bases and presence to an aim of 
encircling India, a geopolitical rival of China.32 In addition, the South China Sea 
has proven a heavily disputed area as China extends its claims of sovereignty 
via building artificial islands in the region.33 American allies are found on the 
doorstep of China: South Korea, Japan, Taiwan, and many more. One former 
key American ally, the Philippines, has recently swung to Beijing’s orbit under 
its strongman President Rodrigo Duterte. 34Lastly, China has been 
undergoing a noticeable military buildup, especially in naval strength. China 
has developed “carrier killer” missiles designed to counter American carrier 
groups, the backbone of American naval power.35 The strategic situation 
between America and China has changed dramatically and will continue to 
do so. Attempting to preserve American strength and international stability is 
a key concern of Washington’s foreign policy, and maintaining an 
advantageous strategic situation without sparking war is the principal 
challenge of that.  
 

The expansion of Chinese diplomatic influence has been especially 
visible in recent months. For example, on October 13 China won a seat on the 
U.N. Human Rights council(admittedly with low support), despite its 
extensive list of recent human right’s abuses.36 Put in the words of the 
Micronesian President, “Micronesia asks our American and Chinese friends to 
reinforce their cooperation and friendship with each other ... to achieve what 
is best for our global community.” The U.N. has become a site of an intense 
tug-of-war between the United States and China as China attempts to gain 
parity in many of the intergovernmental organizations that American efforts 
have largely directed since 1945. This has manifested in the recent support for 
Chinese initiatives by a number of African nations in the United Nations. In 
what has been called a “charm offensive”, Chinese investment into African 

32 Dabas, Maninder. “Here Is All You Should Know About 'String Of Pearls', China's Policy To Encircle India.” 
IndiaTimes, June 23, 2017. 
https://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/here-is-all-you-should-know-about-string-of-pearls-china-s-policy-to-encircl
e-india-324315.html.  
33“Territorial Disputes in the South China Sea | Global Conflict Tracker.” Council on Foreign Relations. Council on 
Foreign Relations. Accessed October 20, 2020. 
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/territorial-disputes-south-china-sea.  
34 Reuters Staff. “Philippines Says It and China Reaffirm Strong Relations.” Reuters. Thomson Reuters, October 10, 
2020. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-southchinasea-philippines-china-idUSKBN26V0PD.  
35 Lendon, Brad. “What China's 'Carrier Killer' Missile Tests Say about Its Military Capabilities.” CNN. Cable News 
Network, August 29, 2020. 
https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/28/asia/china-missile-tests-exercises-intl-hnk-scli/index.html.  
36Lederer, Edith M. “China and Russia Win Seats on UN Rights Council, Saudis Lose.” AP NEWS. Associated Press, 
October 14, 2020. 
https://apnews.com/article/saudi-arabia-cuba-nepal-elections-asia-8e65d375c2c8bd8cc7f2656ebd9229d6.  
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countries (including the Belt and Road Initiative) has correlated with 
increased support for China with their votes within the U.N.37 Another 
example is found in the WTO, an international organization dealing with the 
global rules of trade between nations. China has become a stronger voice in 
it, boldly challenging the United States and India on their TikTok and WeChat 
bans. China claims the bans violate the agreed rules of the WTO,38 despite 
China’s own significant restrictions on foreign-based internet activities.  

In many situations where America has stepped back from as active a 
role in international institutions, China has stepped in, upsetting the 
proponents of American leadership.39 However, the United States remains the 
dominant global force in geopolitics. International ̔̏̊ institutions are still force 
multipliers for American values and interests, and the collapse of them is not 
imminent. Rather, China is growing into the vacuums left by a more 
isolationist foriegn policy. This represents a gradual, not, tectonic shift in the 
power balance of the two nations.  

Returning to the idea of Hegemonic Stability Theory, it asserts that 
when a single nation is leading the world, stability is achieved. The stability 
that the world has seen under the period of American leadership has led to a 
time of increased global trade, peace between nations, and integration, 
although not without many problems as a result of globalization and 
American policies. When considering the foreign efforts of China, American 
policymakers and voters ought to remain aware of China’s growing role in 
global politics and how it concerns and will affect the United States and her 
citizens. 

 
Concerns of Chinese Internal Matters 

 
The Chinese government has been accused of countless internal 

human rights violations. Hundreds of thousands of Uyghur Muslims and 
other ethnic minorities are involuntarily detained in “re-education” camps in 

37Custer, Samantha. “China's Financial Statecraft: Winning Africa One Yuan at a Time?” AidData, a research lab at 
William and Mary. AidData, September 11, 2018. 
https://www.aiddata.org/blog/chinas-financial-statecraft-winning-africa-one-yuan-at-a-time.  
38 Bermingham, Finbarr. “TikTok, WeChat Bans by US and India Broke WTO Rules, China Says.” South China Morning 
Post, October 15, 2020. 
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3104239/china-says-us-and-indian-bans-tiktok-wechat-brok
e-wto-rules.  
39 Chhabra, Tarun, Rush Doshi, Ryan Hass, and Emilie Kimball. “Global China: Global Governance and Norms.” 
Brookings. Brookings, October 12, 2020. 
https://www.brookings.edu/research/global-china-global-governance-and-norms/.   
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Xinjiang40. Involuntary organ harvesting of practitioners of the Falun Gong 
religious movement has been reported although the scale of the issue is 
unclear41. What is well documented is the oppression of any sort of religious 
practice. Many mosques, churches, and Buddhist and Taoist temples have 
been dedicated or damaged on government orders. Furthermore, political 
rights are almost non-existent with many having been arrested for dissent 
and freedom of information having been greatly limited by China’s “great 
firewall”40. China’s increasingly authoritarian treatment of Hong Kong has 
appalled much of the world, as well as the Social Credit System used for 
Chinese citizens.42, 40 

Many participants in our discussion believed the United States has a 
duty to combat these human rights abuses. Some called for increased 
economic sanctions on China, while others advocated military intervention. 
However, both courses of action carry with them great risks and should not 
be taken lightly. The recent trade war between the US and China shows that 
China is not likely to bend the knee to economic pressure, and sanctions 
would likely hurt American consumers. Although major companies’ recent 
decisions to move manufacturing operations to India may result in an 
economically weaker China, economic sanctions would still be a risky course 
of action whose benefits must be carefully weighed with the potential 
dangers.  

Military intervention might be more effective but would carry even 
greater consequences. Both the United States and China are nuclear powers, 
and a potential military conflict could easily spiral out of control into nuclear 
war. Even a relatively small conflict between the world’s two greatest military 
powers could cause the death of hundreds of thousands of American troops. 
Policymakers must approach potential military action with great caution to 
ensure that any conflict is worth the costs. 

International courts could charge China for violating human rights 
treaties, but lacking enforcement abilities, such decisions would be 
ineffective. Some people also believe that it is not the role of the United 
States to act as the world’s police, and should allow China to work these 

40 “Everything You Need to Know about Human Rights in China.” Everything You Need to Know about Human 
Rights in China | Amnesty International | Amnesty International, 
www.amnesty.org/en/countries/asia-and-the-pacific/china/report-china/.  
41 Elks, Sonia. “China Is Harvesting Organs from Falun Gong Members, Finds Expert Panel.” Reuters, Thomson 
Reuters, 17 June 2019, 
www.reuters.com/article/us-britain-china-rights/china-is-harvesting-organs-from-falun-gong-members-finds-expert
-panel-idUSKCN1TI236.  
42 “The Hong Kong Protests Explained in 100 and 500 Words.” BBC News, BBC, 28 Nov. 2019, 
www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-49317695.  

 

http://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/asia-and-the-pacific/china/report-china/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/asia-and-the-pacific/china/report-china/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-britain-china-rights/china-is-harvesting-organs-from-falun-gong-members-finds-expert-panel-idUSKCN1TI236
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-britain-china-rights/china-is-harvesting-organs-from-falun-gong-members-finds-expert-panel-idUSKCN1TI236
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-49317695


 

issues out by itself. Ultimately, the United States and its allies must carefully 
consider both the risks and benefits of any action against China for internal 
human rights abuses. 

Looking Ahead 
 

Sino-American relations are continuing to deteriorate as the year goes 
on. They have reached one of their lowest points since 1972 when Nixon made 
efforts to normalize relations.43 The increasing accounts of mistreating the 
Uyghur population in Northwestern Xinjiang as well as the treatment of 
protestors in Hong Kong have led the U.S. imposing economic sanctions on 
China.44 These sanctions along with the continuation of Trump’s tariffs on 
Chinese goods have led to less economic cooperation with each other and 
them searching for new trade partners.45 Decreased cooperation has led to 
China expanding its foreign influence across the world. The continued 
funding of the Belt-and-Road Initiative is spreading China’s economic 
influence by creating trade networks between countries in Asia, Europe, and 
Africa.46 They have built military bases along the coasts of these areas to 
spread their military influence, or at least their soft power, across the globe 
posing a threat to the U.S.’ hegemony. This threat is further emphasized by 
reports of data breaches from Chinese spies in the U.S. and online.47 All of 
these moves have led to increasingly negative responses from the U.S. in the 
form of sanctions, condemnations, and other moves. 
 

However, even if relations are deteriorating, it is unlikely there will be 
any sort of military confrontation in the short term. While China has made 
moves to contest the South China Sea, neither country has the desire to 
escalate the tension, especially into any military conflict. One of the largest 
factors that will determine how Sino-Chinese relations play out in the future 
will be the upcoming presidential election. Biden is more open to economic 
cooperation with China than Trump has been, however, he still advocates a 

43 Usher, Barbara Plett. “Why US-China Relations Are at Their Lowest Point in Decades,” July 24, 2020.  
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53517439. 
44 Usher, Barbara Plett. “Why US-China Relations Are at Their Lowest Point in Decades,” July 24, 2020. 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53517439.  
45 “Timeline: U.S. Relations With China 1949–2020.” Council on Foreign Relations. Council on Foreign Relations, 2020. 
https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-relations-china.  
46 Wikipedia Editors. “China–United States Relations.” Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, October 8, 2020. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China%E2%80%93United_States_relations.  
47 Wikipedia Editors. “China–United States Relations.” Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, October 8, 2020. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China%E2%80%93United_States_relations.  
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policy of getting tough on China.48 The overall outlook for the future is likely 
to show some sort of confrontation between China and the United States if 
relations continue to deteriorate at their current rate. 
 

Conclusion 
Going into the 2020s the United States will face many global challenges 

and must consider its relationship with China carefully. The decisions we 
make today will have an impact on global geopolitics for decades to come. 
No matter the United States chooses to move forwards, it's clear there is an 
urgent need in America for civil political discussion and education on how to 
shape the future relationship we have with China. The YACU hopes that this 
policy paper has been able to provide enough information for you to consider 
your own ideas and to continue to advocate for what you believe in. In 
choosing this topic our intent was to educate more people on the 
complexities of Sino-American relations, what the future may hold for the 
relationship, and the factors and logic that impact decision making around 
the topic. 

Disclaimer: 
 
This policy paper is not intended to express an opinion nor endorsement of 
any particular policy. This serves solely to report factual data collected 
anonymously through the services of Remesh.ai as well as provide analysis of 
articles and facts presented in news media and professional sources. Any 
opinions that may be interpreted by the reader are not those of the authors 
and the organization and are not to be taken as so. For more information 
regarding the intent of the policy paper or elaboration of this disclaimer, 
please contact Political Director Andrew Juan at andrew@yacu.org. However, 
please direct all other comments, concerns, and questions to info@yacu.org. 

48 Usher, Barbara Plett. “Why US-China Relations Are at Their Lowest Point in Decades,” July 24, 2020. 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53517439.  
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